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Céline designer Phoebe Philo might have been 
vying for conceptual and deconstructed design 
when she sent Birkenstock-inspired sandals 
down the Spring 2013 runway, but what the 
fashion world got instead was a crystal ball 
into the footwear tastemakers would be 
wearing far into Spring ’15. 

Whether you call it a “Birkenstock,” a “footbed 
shoe,” a “comfort sandal,” or a “throwback 90s 

simple and slightly barbarian-like in design—
is getting a facelift, and in the process, is 
pegged as an ‘It’ shoe across a range of 
themes. 

“It’s been around for a couple of seasons and 
hasn’t been an easy sell in the past, but now 
we’re seeing it as a huge trend because they 

Muljana, head of product development for          
Restricted, said. 

In what is likely to be the trend’s home stretch, 
designers are pulling out all the stops to 
upgrade the shoe by applying molten-like 

metallic leather to uppers, textural jute wraps 
to footbeds and statement-making shark tooth 
tread to outsoles.

As Vogue line builder Michelle Kidwell 
explained, “These are good times shoes. 
They’re meant to be beat up and enjoyed 
throughout the summer.” The brand is putting 
a punk stamp on its version of the sandal with 
a heavy EVA bottom for a platform vibe and is 
merchandising the slides with old-school 

heels.

Likewise, Penny Loves Kenny is pumping up 
the volume of its double strap sandals by 
adding chunky bottoms—a theme the brand’s 
national sales manager Kenny Robinson noted 
is being carried throughout the collection’s 
gladiators, mules and ankle boots. 

“These are aggressive shoes, but that is where 
we see a lot of action, for these cool, hip 
shoes,” Robinson noted. 



and with a suede upper—will continue to 
speak to its earliest adopters long after it 
fades from fashion’s radar, comfort brands are 
churning out slightly more advantageous looks 
to spice up their collections as well. 

Podiatrist-designed Vionic has reworked its 
cork footbed on a wedge heel accented with 
glossy colored exotics, while Clarks covered 
the natural material in almost seamless sheets 
of aluminum foil-inspired silver leather. El 
Naturalista is dallying with the look by adding 
multiple straps, and even its originator, 
Birkenstock, is playing with blasts of sporty 
red popped against thick white soles.

Overall, Martin Rose, agent and distributor for 
All Black and Antelope footwear brands, sees 
designers looking for more interesting and 
innovated outsole treatments. “There are a lot 
of new fabrications building on the success of 
sneakers, like lug soles and different types of 
treads,” he explained, adding that colored 
outsoles other than black are increasingly 
becoming a fashion statement. White, in 
particular, is garnering attention across all 
categories for its starkness and inherent 
sporty qualities—and as a crisp base for the 
wave of color-saturated neoprene details 
washing over the market. 

In fact, in a season where casualness rules 
even brands’ dressiest designs smack of 
athletic fashion. Kidwell noted that the only 
stilettos and pumps in Vogue’s spring 
collection are made of neoprene and mesh. 
In colors like cobalt blue, orange and yellow, 
the shoes are contrasted with white to deliver 
a “fresh and active look.” Similarly, All Black 

pointed toe high-tops with side zippers, and 
adding sneaker soles to its wingtip shoes. 

delicate comma-shaped heels, is also getting 
into the game with slip-on sneakers made with 
high-end hand-woven uppers, touches of linen 
and python print. 

From straightforward vulcanized lace-ups 
refreshed in metallic uppers to Vans-inspired 
slip-ons with lush suede uppers, Seychelles 
and BC Footwear are leaping full tilt into 
the ongoing athletic trend. “You’re going to 

throughout collections,” Miranda Selwyn, the 
brands’ senior designer, noted. 

That is welcomed news to Ocean Minded, 
which culled inspiration from wetsuits and 
swim trunks for its spring line-up. The SoCal 
brand is even going as far as introducing a 
range of mix-and-match slip-ons for men and 
women, where the left shoe is slightly different 
in color than the right shoe, for a hi-tech, sport 
look. 

Where in the past Cobb Hill would try to down 
play the New Balance cushioning technology in 
its footwear, Sally Murphy, manager of 
women’s product design, said the label it is 
now exposing it. Adding to that, Cobb Hill is 
betting on geometric shapes and grid-like 
perforations to update its fashion product. 
Murphy named perfs as a good means of 
creating “on trend transitional styles,” like 

booties. “That’s the thing about this past 
spring. It took so long to get here that people 



were looking for combinations of open and 
closed toe styles,” Murphy explained, adding 
that she believes buyers are bound to consider 
this when they make their next buys. 

Selwyn agreed: “Opened up sandals didn’t 
really sell as well last summer. The more 
closed up styles, things like Toms, performed 
better.” In addition to sneakers, Selwyn 
expects moccasins to be a major player, 
especially in the brands’ global trend stories—

season without at least one iteration of 
bohemian footwear. For Seychelles and BC 
Footwear, the boho theme comes full circle 
with moccasins, wood bottoms and block 
heels. “It’s a very romantic look; 70s casual 
with unfussy, sun-bleached options of soft 

 

That retro summer vibe is carried into Wol-
verine’s 1000 Mile collection and the heritage 
brand’s collaboration with women’s apparel 
designer Samantha Pleet. Carrie Hill, Wolverine 
product designer, said, “We actually looked at 
photos of people’s summers on Instagram and 

capture the mood of summer.” Soft, buttery 
yellow is a highlight in the classic collection, 
which prominently features lightweight leather 
boots and oxfords with cut out details on the 
sides, allowing a peek at the shoes’ chambray 
polka dot lining. 

Despite a push for platform heels on Penny Loves 
Kenny casual product, Robinson said its range of 

with polka dot prints, à la vintage pin-up girl 
fashion, are expected to perform well. Cotton 
candy pink and cherry red dots play up the 

As a number of trends begin to wane—
including last spring’s tropical motifs and fall’s 
abundance of calf hair—last year’s biggest 
story, laser cuts, continues to hold strong, 
however, this time around, think big. 

Whereas last season Cobb Hill focused on more 

sees the trend moving toward bold, geometric 
shapes. Likewise, Gerry Weber is rolling out a 
range of cut-out cage booties and wedges—a 
new and modern look for the traditional Ger-
man comfort brand.

Selwyn added, “Fashion is moving into a 
modern and minimal look—straight lines, 
graphic prints, considered uses of color and 

-



SPORTS AUTHORITY
Athleisure has hovered over apparel for a number 
of seasons, dictating denim to swim trends, with 
no end in sight. However, in footwear, overtly sporty 
elements like mesh, neoprene and sneaker lacing 
take a more dominate role.

Rain boots get into the game with non-functional 
shoelaces used as embellishment, while high heels 
are laced up the front—and back. Fine mesh 
reveals a hint of skin on dressier silhouettes. Wide 
mesh, typically in punched up colors, delivers a 

Made of rubber materials, mesh and perforated 
details add a tech look to simple silhouettes. Pulled 
from the surf world, neoprene adds a blast of color 
on uppers in both dress and sandal categories. 

Thick white outsoles are a nod to old-school white 
basketball sneakers. Soothing hues of tan, cream 
and soft gold pare down the heavy look. In other 
styles, sandals are lifted by vulcanized rubber 
outsoles. 

Traditional sneaker silhouettes are still a must. 
Refreshed with luxurious leather and exotic uppers, 
hardware, and in some cases, pointed toes, slip-on 
sneakers become a cool alternative to loafers. 

clean white or metallic leather. Traditional lo-top 
sneakers are toned down with deep blue.
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NATURAL SELECTION
Having been painted, foiled and dip-dyed in recent 
seasons, the market is seeing earthy materials like 

embellishments and return to their natural state.

What beige lacks in “wow” factor, the new crop of 
fashion-forward silhouettes more than make up 
for. Sandals are grounded by chunky stacked or 
wooden block heels; cork peeks from the toes of 
crocheted sandals; linen turns ankle boots into 
summer staples; twisted jute rope gives even the 
sturdiest oxfords and wedges an air of summer.

Textures smack of natural elements. Raw-edged 

is cut out in cookie cutter-inspired shapes of birds 

Tan and off-white canvas lends a light and airy 
touch to sneaker silhouettes.

In men’s, look for espadrille-style outsoles paired 
with deconstructed woven uppers. Or, plain 
cream-colored sneakers that act as a blank 
canvas for fancy socks. 
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TREAD BOLDLY
Shoes are increasingly becoming bottom heavy 
thanks to designers’ renewed interested in chunky 
treads. Shark tooth treads, wavy shapes and 
outdoor-inspired lug soles are adding another 
dimension to styles spanning footbed sandals and 

 
White helps to lighten the look for spring, while 
also adding a sporty element. The aggressive grips 
might keep the wearer sturdy on their feet, but 
these elements are purely decorative.  
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Pons Quintana



FUN HOUSE
Holographic leathers might call to mind the hi-tech world of 
computers and wearable technology, but the festive material is all 

for dress and club footwear, but this season they are also spicing up 
staid footbed sandals, oxfords and loafers. Expect to see the treated 
leather kicked up a notch with embossed crocodile textures, moto-
cross quilting, or paired with Lucite heels.  

FRESH PAINT
Designers are taking a painterly approach to prints 
this season—a much calmer story than the electric 

ran wild during the last two spring seasons. 

brush strokes blending into one another, 
watercolor techniques, gradations and shading. 
Ethnic prints take a backseat to more abstract 
iterations of tie-dye and Ikat. A palette of cool blue, 
green and gray is popped with a bit of red that 
keeps the look lively. 
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COMFORT INN

shoppers have come full circle embracing comfort in the form 
of footbed sandals. However, these are not your basic 
Birkenstock-type sandals. 

Unconventional outsoles and fashion-forward upper 
treatments reveal footbed sandal’s chameleon-like traits. 
On the athletic end, aggressive treads pump up the sandals’ 

chain embellishments toughen up the staple. For traditional-

and soft shades of dusty rose and caramel make a bohemian 
statement.
 

slide and thong silhouettes rule the roost—others take a more 
extreme approach with platforms, wedges and vulcanized 
versions. Others are entirely covered in leather, disguising 
comfort features. 
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SUNNY DELIGHT

season designers take a cutesy approach with a 
mash up of lace, polka dots, and grosgrain ribbon 
fabrications. The haberdashery approach to design 
speaks to retro fashion seekers, and is one of the 
few dressy, overtly feminine options for the season. 

Throwback spectator details and color contrasting 

slip-on sneakers. Delicate string bows drive more 
interest to toes, too. Heels are generally kept low, 
with the exception for retro Sixties-inspired block 
heels. 

Innovations in rubber footwear 
add a glossy coating of candied 
colors, and some whimsical 
trompe-l’oeil effects depicting 

GRAY MATTERS
Expect to see 50 shades of gray for spring and beyond. 
From dove to charcoal, the “middle child” of colors is 
getting its deserved recognition as a color that transcends 
seasons and categories. Gray is at its best when used to 
highlight suede materials’ plush qualities. 
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SUNNY DELIGHT IN THE DETAILS
In a season heavy with hi-tech materials and extreme 
silhouettes, classic leather sandals stand out. Smooth 
glove leathers are left untouched accented only by 
simple cutouts. Wood heels enhance the natural look. 
Here, shades of brown make a rare Spring ’15 
appearance. 

Artisan touches are also sprinkled throughout lines, 
including knotted and woven leather details that help 
open up loafers, slip-on sneakers and booties for spring.  

Huarache footwear returns reinterpreted as wedge 
espadrille sandals. Other standout versions of the 
Mexican shoe are melded into the athletic world with 
vulcanized outsoles.  
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BLUE PRINTS
Blue, yet another offshoot of the athletic trend, comes on 
strong this spring. Shades span sky to blue/green, but 
the knockout hue is cobalt—especially when it saturates 
leather, suede and neoprene uppers. The color stands 
boldly on, or juxtaposed with, pops of white and orange.

GONE FISHING
Fisherman sandals might be the summer footwear 
choice among grandfathers the world over, but the 
latest iterations of the closed-toe sandal is getting a 

The addition of chunky block heels and lug soles—a 
nod to 90s grunge fashion—picks up where last fall’s 
obsession for combat boots left off. Metallics, over-

number of other trendy looks for the season.

Other designers take a more tailored approach by 
slimming down the shoes and focusing on seafaring 
patent hues. Hybrids are created with silhouettes that 
are more closed-up or more open than traditional 
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GONE FISHING

LASER SHARP
Last spring’s obsession with laser cuts continue, but this time 
around the look is louder and more graphic, revealing more 
skin and allowing for more creative freedom. 

with open squares trimmed with crystals, and are ethnic-
inspired with sharp contrasts of triangles and diamond 
patterns knocked out of patent leather. 

Sport makes its presence known through oversized 
perforated cutouts. Leather and suede booties feature bold 
cutout designs reminiscent of basketball nets—a more 
glamorous take on the ongoing mesh trend.

While black, blue and spring pastels are in designers’ 
repertoire, nude and blush tones remain the go-to colorways 
for laser cut designs. 
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MIDAS TOUCH
Consider gold the new black. The abundance of 
metallic hues featured in Spring ’15 collections 

However, to counter the carnival-like quality of 
holograms, which toes the metallic line, designers 
are using soft gold to lighten and brighten women’s 
shoes. 

Look for subtle shimmer on cage heels for a Grecian 
look, woven leather and etched textures to add 
dimension to oxfords and booties, while 24 
karat-like foils swath dress styles. Gold hardware 
looks classic on simple brown leather sandals and 
espadrilles.

Pons Quintana

Rowen

Ecco

Stephanie 

Classic


